Online Forum on Public Awareness, Education and Participation Concerning the Safe Transfer, Handling and Use of Living Modified Organisms
Discussion Group 1: The meaning, scope and importance of public access to biosafety information
Theme 1: Meaning and scope of public access to information
1. Is public access to biosafety information defined in your national law or policy? If so how? 
2. In your opinion, what is or should be the meaning and scope of public access to biosafety information? Should this include access to information held by government authorities only or other public and private entities as well? 
3. In your national law or policy, who is referred to as the “public”? How is the public defined?
4. In your opinion, who is or should be considered to be the public? 

Theme 2: Public right to information
1. Does your government recognize public access to environmental information as a right? If yes, is this explicit in the national laws/ policies?
2. Does your government recognize public access to biosafety information as a right? If yes, is this explicit in the national laws/ policies?
3. If your, government does not recognize public access to biosafety information as a right, should such national laws/policies be developed. If yes, how should these be developed?
4. In your opinion, is public access to biosafety information a right or a privilege? 

5. Is government promoting the public’s right to access to biosafety information on LMOs? If so, how?
Theme 3: The rationale/importance of public access to biosafety information
1. What is the main rationale/importance of public access to biosafety information in your country? (e.g. is it because access to information is a basic human right; because it fosters greater accountability, transparency, informed debate, informed participation; or because it is an obligation under international treaties?)
2. In what concrete/practical ways has public access to biosafety information contributed to or improved public participation in decision-making regarding LMOs in your country (Please give specific examples).
3. In your view, has public access to biosafety information contributed to greater accountability and transparency of decision-making regarding LMOs and/or public awareness of biosafety issues?
In your opinion, has public access to information in general lead to improved implementation of the Protocol? 
